Tom Sparks Murder

In a July 16, 2000 article in the Knoxville News-Sentinel, Carson Brewer talked about Cades Cove resident Tom Sparks and his tragic murder at the herder’s cabin on Spence Field. The event took place on July 16, 1926. Brewer interviewed Robert “Buster” Cable, one of Tom Spark’s grandsons, for the story.

According to the article there were at least seven men in the vicinity of the herder’s cabin when the murder occurred. Tom Sparks noticed that his wallet was missing and accused Earl Cameron of Sunshine, North Carolina of stealing it. Cameron pulled a pistol on Sparks and backed out of the cabin. Sparks followed him. Cameron then shot the unarmed Sparks twice, killing him instantly.

According to the article, Cameron was apprehended in North Carolina and was tried and found guilty in a trial in Bryson City.

Brewer eulogizes Sparks by saying, “The livestock herders of the Great Smoky Mountains were among the most hospitable people in the mountains, and Tom Sparks of Spence Field was considered to be the most hospitable of them all.”

